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USFSP FACULTY COUNCIL MEETING 
COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCES 

 
13 March 2009 

 
MINUTES 

 
Present:  J. Arthur, S, Bundrick, J. Cabness, T. Hallock, J. Gore, R. Johns, J. Schneider.  
 
Jim Gore (Chair) convened the meeting in the Dean’s Conference Room at 3:00 pm. 
 

1. Safety Committee Report.   Rebecca Johns, Jackie Schneider, and Sheramy Bundrick 
reported the results of the ad hoc Faculty Safety Committee investigation.  This arose as 
the result of several incidents in which threats of bodily harm upon faculty were made by 
students.  Although some sort of investigation had been made, the faculty involved were 
never notified of actions taken or results of investigation, both Student Affairs and 
Campus Police citing “student privacy” protection. 

 
The Safety Committee Report is attached to these minutes.  The Faculty Council 
recommended that the Chair of the Faculty Council send the results of this report to the 
Dean, the USFSP Leadership Council, and CAS Faculty Senators. 
 

2. Faculty Council elections for AY 2009-2010.  Jim Gore reiterated that there is an 
apparent lack of interest on the part of tenured faculty to assume the role of the departed 
vice-chair, Joanie Spadaro.  He has requested that the FC continue to “bend arms” to see 
if a replacement for Joanie can be found; that person taking over the role of Chair in the 
next academic year. 
  

3. Other Business 
 
There being no other business, the FC adjourned at 4:05pm. 
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Sixty-seven percent of respondents disagreed or disagreed strongly with the statement “I feel 
well-informed about the steps available to me in the event that I encounter a disruptive or 
threatening student.” A majority of respondents did not feel that policies and procedures for 
dealing with threatening situations are either clearly stated or disseminated (see questions 23, 24, 
25, and 26).  
 
Perhaps even more disturbing than the overall lack of familiarity with campus policies related to 
student behavior was the fact that only 2.7% of respondents thought the campus administration 
has adequately “prepared employees for dealing with potentially dangerous, disruptive or 
threatening students.”  Only 31% of respondents indicated that they “know where to obtain the 
procedures to follow” when a dangerous situation occurs. 
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