
































































































































authorized letter- or permit-holders may legally touch 
injured or dead marine mammals or sea turtles . 

Marine animal strandings or unusual occurrences 
should be reported to the Florida Marine Patrol at 1-800-
DIALFMP, who then contacts TBMASTto coordinate the 
actual response, including animal identification, evalu
ation, examination, data and/or tissue sample collection, 
and transport or disposal. Data and samples collected 
from strandings in the Tampa Bay area are forwarded to 
appropriate agencies for analysis. For more information 
contact Dena Leavengood, The Florida Aquarium (813) 
273-4506. 

TAMPA BAY: AN ANGLER'S PERSPECTIVE 
Frank Sargeant, Outdoors Editor, The 

Tampa Tribune 

Ten years ago, Tampa Bay was enough to bring a 
tear to the eyes of fisherpersons who had seen it in its 
glory days. In fact, some of the more polluted sections 
of Hillsborough Bay would literally bring tears to the eyes 
with the combination of sewer fumes and phosphate 
dust. Fishing was a sad joke, with little to catch except 
the occasional catfish . 

All of that has changed for the better, thanks to a 
decade of hard wor1< by so many concemed citizens and 
city and county agencies. The water is far cleaner than 
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it has been in years, the grasses are regrowing, and 
restoration projects along the east and south shores of 
the bay are bringing back habitat that has not been 
productive since before World War II. 

The changes have not gone unnoticed by the fish . 
Nature responds rapidly to good habitat, just as to bad, 
and the snook, redfish and tarpon have come back to the 
bay in profusion . There are again grouper and snapper 
in the ship channels, and cobia prowl the marker buoys . 

Sea trout have been slow to retum, in part because 
of harvest rules that remain too liberal. But with a ban 
on gill netting in all inshore waters and with new recrea
tional fishing limits that took effect on the first day of 1996 
that species, too, should rejoin the family of Tampa Bay 
fishes in abundance. 

Perhaps the only cloud on the horizon for anglers is 
the fact that there are too many of us. Particularly on the 
fiats, the continuous passage of powerboats over shal
low grasses runs off the fish and disturbs their life 
patterns. In some areas, it even destroys the habitat 
itself. 

So , though our fisheries are well on the way to 
restoration, more and more of us are beginning to realize 
that the unlimited freedom we once had to go where we 
want and when we want may have to be limited . Hope
fully, we can work together with regulatory groups to 
develop rules that preserve the habitat as well as the 
angling opportunities we all love . 
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